
The watershed we must build

Para mayor información te invitamos a 
consultar nuestro sito web:

siae.carder.gov.co/planificacion-y-ordenamiento-territorial

What is the development and management 
plan of a POMCA watershed?

The POMCA* is the planning and greater hierarchy 
instrument in a territory, through which performs 
the planning of the coordinated use of the land, 
water and biodiversity, as well as the management 
the population gives to the watershed. In this 
process the population that inhabits the territory 
participates, being part of the following six phases.

1. Departments with jurisdiction in the watershed: 
Risaralda Governorship.

2. Municipalities with jurisdiction in the watershed: 
Pereira, Dosquebradas and Santa Rosa.

3. Higher education institutions. (universities): 
“Universidad Tecnológica de Pereira”, 
“Universidad Católica de Pereira”.

4. Productive Sector: FENAVI, ANDI, Intergremial 
Committee.

5. Community action groups: CAG “La Bananera”, 
CAG “La Siria Combia Baja” and CAG “Estación 
Pereira”.

6. Environmental NGOs: “Combia con Vida”, “Red 
Otún” and “Corpotún”.

7. Providers of aqueduct and sewerage services: 
“Aguas y Aguas de Pereira”, “Acuaseo”, AMAC: 
Local Association of Community Aqueducts of 
Dosquebradas.

8. Other stakeholders identified as important in 
the participation strategy: National Natural 
Parks.

By the year 2038 the “Otún” watershed will be distributed 
like this: 86.1% in uses corresponding to the Conservation 
and environmental protection category, and the 
remaining 13.9% in uses associated with the multiple use 
category.
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Governance and Interinstitutional 
Strengthening for a shared and effective 
management.1

2Social participation as a strategy of local 
developing and environmental management. 

Knowledge and research management for 
innovation in appropriate practices for the 
watershed. 

3
4Watershed management from an integral 

look of hydrological heritage as fundamen-
tal axis of territorial ordering an environ-
mental sanitation. 

Knowledge and risk reduction for a safe 
territory. 5

6Biodiversity management as an integral 
support for ecosystem services.

Rural development management for green 
growth. 7

8Adaptation and Mitigation Management to 
the variability and the climate change. 

The programmatic component contains the management 
measures of natural resources and strategical lines, 
programs and projects that must be executed to achieve 
the desired change in the territory.
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Watershed of the

Otún RiverThe Zoning of the POMCA is the bet of the territory that 
guides the management of a watershed, establishing 
categories and areas of use and management, looking 
for a balance that guarantees for future generations the 
sustainability in environmental, socioeconomic and cultural 
terms for next 20 years, which is the validity of the POMCA.

* As acronym in Spanish: Planes de Ordenación y Manejo de Cuenca.
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Otún Quimbaya



Fases del POMCA

How is the Otún River watershed? 

The Otún river watershed is part of the Magdalena-Cauca 
Macro-watershed, which belongs to two important 
watersheds of Colombia.

It is located in the department of Risaralda, in the central-
western area of the country, with a total extension of 
56,840 hectares, which is equivalent to 568.41 km²

It is born at 4600 meters above sea level, in “Caño 
Alsacia”, ravine which flows into the Otún lagoon, in the 
municipality of Pereira following a path in the east-west 
way until it reaches 950 meters above sea level in the 
Cauca River in the “Estación Pereira” hamlet of the town 
of Marsella.

It covers 4 municipalities: Pereira, Dosquebradas, 
Santa Rosa de Cabal and Marsella, all members of the 
department of Risaralda.
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The Otún POMCA update has been adopted by the 
CARDER through Resolution No. 1560

 of December 11th, 2017.

The temperatures of the watershed differ 
between 0 ºC to 32 ºC. Precipitation conditions 
vary between 1000 to 3300 mm / year.

The Otún river watershed supplies water to a 
population of 424,425 inhabitants, 86% of the 
urban area and 14% of the rural area.

The water of the Otún river watershed is required or 
demanded for different uses:

In terms of land use, 39.79% of the watershed is found 
in forests, which include dense, fragmented and gallery 
forests (throughout the water courses), 17.4% in 
heterogeneous agricultural areas, 6.87% in remaining 
crops; 7.96 in pastures and 5.94% in urbanized areas.

80% of the economic activity of the watershed is 
associated to the service sector.

There are 6 protected areas belonging to the 
Departmental System of Protected Areas of Risaralda 
SIDAP, in different management categories according 
to the characteristics of the ecosystems and their 
conservation aim. In this sense, there are two areas of 
national order, such as the “Los Nevados” National Natural 
Park and the “Otun Quimbaya” Wildlife Sanctuary; a 
Regional Park: the “Ukumari” Regional Natural Park and 
three Soil Conservation Districts: “Campoalegre”, “La 
Marcada” and “El Nudo”. 
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In addition, there are 5 civil society reserves in the 
watershed, which correspond to private conservation 
initiatives such as “Santa María de Las Lomas”, “Sol y 
Luna”, “Los Genaros”, “La Carmencita” and “Cauquitá”.

One of the great potentials that the Otún River 
watershed has today is the existence of a Watershed 
Council created as a consultative and representative 
authority of all the actors that live and develop 
activities within the watershed.

These councils can be formed by 
three representatives from each 
of the 11 sectors indicated in 
Resolution 0509 of 2013, for the 
case of the Otún watershed, the 
watershed council until the year 
2020 is formed as follows:
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